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2 TRAI88. ii. 16. 
Which hath loved us, and given us 
everlaſting Conſolation and good 


Hope A Grace. 
A* IDST che many reſources that 
V1 men ſeek in a time of danger and 
* _ diftreſs for relief and ſatisfaction, it is cer- 
*. tain there is one ſo ſafe, as that Where- 
3 in a truly chriſtian and gracious ſoul places 
his truſt; even in him that hath loved us, 
and given us everlaſting conſolation, and 
good hope through grace. 
There are too many in the world, 3 
though they will not declare in words, 
yet by their actions manifeſt they have 
holen this world for their home, and te- 
gard it as if it were of everlaſting dura- 
tion; hence the language of their ſouls 2 3 
is, who will ſhew us any good, Notwithas 2 2 
ſtanding conſtant experience, as well 3 
the ſeripture of truth aſſure us, that v 
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we have no continuing city, Heb. xiii, 14. 


that we are every moment liable to the 
ſtroke of death, it being appointed for all 
men once to die, Heb. ix. 27. and that 
they are the. only happy. perſons in this 
world, and will be ſo in the future, wha 


have their Lives hid with Chriſt in God, 


who amidſt the troubles and viciffitudes 
of this life can view heaven as their home 
and inheritance, and thence derive ever- 
laſting conſolation, rejoicing in hope to” 


grace. 
This, my friends, is ; the privilege of true 


x Frians, and what our aged and beloved 
brother happily experienced, whoſe late 


deceaſe occaſions my preſent diſcourſe to, 
you from this ſubje& ; on which, while 


you attend, I wiſh a greater capacity to 


diſplay what God has done, what he ſtill 
does, and will beſtow on thoſe that love 


| him, as expreſſed or implied in thoſe 


ET: who hath loved them and given 


them everlaſting conſolation, and good 


8 


| . through grace. 


The apoſtle St. Paul being hindered 
"from coming to the Theſſalonians accord- 
. to his deſire, ſends this epiſtle to 
kay the: want of his preſence, and to 

incourage 


(3) 


incourage and bear them up under their 4 
many and great afflictions; and this he 
does by the argument of ' Chriſt's ſecond 
coming, and from the certainty and im- 
4 partiality of the future judgment, and 
4 that juſt retribution which will be render'd 


A to every one according to that awful ſen- 
> tence ; but though the coming of Chriſt 
[ is certain, and to many will be ſudden, 


yet there were, and perhaps ſtill are many 
| 4 | predictions to be fulfilled, and many events 
in the divine council to be accompliſh'd 
ere that day of the Lord come; and in 
this chapter we have an account of ſome 
of them, viz, A general apoſtacy, or fall- 
ing away from the faith; a revelation of 
the man of fin, together with his final 
ruin and deſtruction ; after which chri- 
ſtians are reminded of their intereſt in the 
divine favour, and exhorted to be ſtedfaſt 
and perſevere in their chriſtian courſe to | 
= the end: in the verſe whereof our text is | 
*. a part, and the following one is this a- 
A poſtle's prayer for the chriſtians ; Nm 
aur Lord Feſus Cbriſt himſelf, and God © 
our father, which hath loved us, and given : 
us everlaſting conſolation through! grace, - E 1 
comfort your hearts, and eſtabliſh: vou in 


every 


(6) 
every good word and work: A very ſhort 
but moſt affectionate and comprehenſive 


prayer. The objects of this addreſs are, 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and God, even our 


Father. Jeſus Chriſt ſeems to be firſt 


named, to remind us that he is the only 
acceptable way to the Father, and to teach 
us to commit our ſouls and eternal con- 


- cerns unto the great and ever- bleſſed God, 


with ſtedfaſt faith and unſhaken truſt and 
confidence in his mercy, as the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
through him our Father; to whom, as 
children by adoption, we may apply at all 


times and on all occaſions, and find a 


ready and all- ſufficient ſupply. 
The apoſtle grounds this encouragement 


on the conſideration of what God had al- 


ready done for him and them; him that 


bath loved us, and given us everlaſting con- 


felation and good hope through grace; 


whereby incouragement was given to pray, 


E | and to hope that God, who had begun a 
> good work in them, would Perfect it until 
5 We day of Chriſt. 


Having thus led you to the "words of 


3 the tert, in my farther enlargement on 
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(7) 

I. Conſider the nature and properties 
vof theſe bleſſings, which the apoſtle 
ſtiles everlaſting conſolation and good 

hope. ag 

II. Deſcribe the character of thoſe 

whoſe portion and happineſs this is. 
III. Diſcourſe of the efficient cauſe 
whereby it is obtained and continu- 


ed, viz. The love of God through 
grace, &c. 


0 ” — 


I. Of th nature and properties of f theſe 
bleſſings, which the apoſtle calls everlaſting 
conſolation and good hope. This peculiar - 
character given of the chriſtian's conſo- 
lation, implies that it is ſpiritual and 
ſublime; neither derived from nor de- 


pendant on any external circumſtances, 


which are continually, varying and fluctu- 
ating ; preſent worldly enjoyments are at 
beſt unſatisfactory, they weaken and decay, 
and even periſh with the uſing ; whereas 
the comforts of a good chriſtian, ariſing 


from the conſciouſneſs of his own integri- . . 
ty, and of the divine approbation, are ſub=- 

ſtantial and durable, even though exter= _ - W 
nal comforts fall, and the body itſelfk 
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Janguiſh and decay, theſe conſolations 
don't leave and forſake, but comfort and 
ſupport him under the ſevereſt trials: 
nay, theſe trials have many times an ap- 
parent tendency to the growth and im- 
provement of thoſe graces, on which the 

comforts of religion and good hope thro' 
grace do ſo much depend, that as the 


Apoſtle expreſſes it, 2 Cor, iv. 16. Mpile 


the outward man periſh, the inward man 
7s renewed day by day; though the body 
is of a mortal and decaying nature, fre- 


quently impaired by ſickneſs, the ſoul 
may notwithſtanding . be healthy, lively, 


and vigorous; and the affliftions of the 
body very often prepare the mind to ſeek 
after and taſte with greater ſweetneſs of 
the cup of conſolation. This the Apoſtle 
witneſſeth as his own, and the experience 
of other chriſtians, 2 Chr. i, 3 „ 
Bleſſed be God, even the Father of our Lord 


Feſus Chriſt, the Father of mercy, and the 


God of all comfort, who comforteth us in 
all cur tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them that are in any trouble, For 
as a good Chriſtian has comforts, which 
he may wiſely adapt to his own various 
ee circumſtances, ſo he is beſt 
quay 


f — 


* 
qualified, and it becomes his duty to ad- 
miniſter to the comfort of others accord- 
ing to their tribulation, and to help others 
with the ſame comforts, with which they 
1 themſelves are comforted of God, for as 
A the ſufferings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo our 

conſolation aboundeth by Chriſt. The A- 
poſtle Peter in like manner ſhews, that 
a Chriſtian may have real joy under great 
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4 affliction, as knowing it is if need be, 
F they are in heavineſs, 1 Peter i. 6. And 
3 that, the trial of their faith worketh expe- 
rience; experience, patience ; and patience 

| 4 þ op . 

3 Beſide theſe general obſervations, I ap- 


prehend this everlaſting conſolation may 
be conſidered as including in it. 


1. The Promiſe and oath of God, re- 
ſpecting everlaſting Good. 

2, The undertakings of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the 'alone Mediator besen 


God and man. — 
3. The influence and operation of the i 
divine Spirit in fitting and preparing. 


the Soul for everlaſting Good, ang 
giving an earneſt of it ; and, N 


B 


4. The heayenly inheritance which the 
Chriſtian views as his future portion, 
and preſent incouragement. 


I. Of the promiſe of God, reſpecting 
everlaſting Good, 2 Pet. i. 4. Whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great and pre- 
cious promiſes : Such as the pardon of fin; 
the enlightening, enlivening, ſanctifying, 
and conſolating influences of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; that by theſe we may be made par- 


taters of the divine nature, and rendered 


meet for the inberitance of the Saints in 
light, of which inheritance, even eternal 
life, we have the plaineſt and fulleſt pro- 
miſe; 1 John ii. 25. This is the promiſe 
he bath promiſed us, even eternal life. Suit- 
able to his infinite perfections of power, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs ; and to confirm 
our faith in theſe promiſes, he hath con- 
deſcended to expreſs himſelf after the 
manner of men, when they would convey 
an idea of their abſolute veracity ; Heb. vi. 
-16, 17, 18. For men verily ſwear by the 
© greater, and an oath of confirmation is to 
ben an end of all Arie; wherein God 
willing more abundantly to ſhew unto the 
ber, £4 his promiſe, the immutabili * of 
his 
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611) 
his council, confirm'd it by an oath, that >. 


by two immutable things, in which it at 
impoſſible for God to lie, we might bave 


ftrong conſolation, who bave fed for re- 


fuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before us; 
hereby removing all doubt and miſtruſt, 
and encouraging the ſoul with a religious 
truſt and' confidence, patiently to wait 
for it. 


2dly, The undertakings of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, is another ground and rea- 
fon of this conſolation, as he is the alone 
mediator between God and man, Luke ii. 


25. The bleſſed Jeſus is characteriſed as 


the conſolation of Iſrael, and with great 
propriety, ſince to ſinful men there is nd 
other name given under heaven whereby they © 
can be ſaved but through Jeſus, Acts iv. 12. 
The ſinner, whilſt under a ſenſe of guilt 
and divine difpleaſure, can enjoy no real 


comfort; and the awakened ſinner, K 


rightly inſtructed, will endeavour to be- 
come reconciled to God through Chriſt, by...: 
repentance and amendment, and by reliance 
on what Jeſus Chriſt has done and luffret 
for us, for he is our peace, and we babe 
feace: with Gad through our Lord Jens 

=. 2 


(12) 
Chriſt, Rom. v. 1, 2, The beginning of 
the Prodigal's joy was the reconciliation 
of his father, Duke xv. to the latter end. 
The ſcriptures repreſent the ſinners re- 
2 conciliation to God, as a fruit and effect 
„of Chriſt's laying, down his life, and ſhed- 
ing his moſt precious blood; and as derived 
to us from the attonement he made 7hro'. 
the body of his fleſh, when expiring on the 
croſs, Col. i. 21, 22, We know of no pa- 
cification between heaven and earth, God 
and man, if Jeſus had not interpoſed ag 
i . our Mediator; he was contented 70 bear 
mW our griefs, and carry our ſorrows, when the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, 
that by his ſtripes we might be healed, Iſa. 
Hii. 4, 5. Hence the pardon of ſin was 
carly declared to be preached in his name, 
and this is a proper ground of comfort and 
== everlaſting conſolation, according to the 
Prophet Iſa. xl. 1, 2. Comfort ye, com- 
. ve my people, , ſaith the Lord; Tell 

© them them their iniquity is forgiven," their 
” is: pardoned; and when our Saviour 
would convey the ſtrongeſt idea of Hap- 
dineſs, or conſolation, to the Paralytic, 
* de days to bim ; Be of good chear, thy 
” jw are. fargvuen tee, Mat. ix, 2. _— 
this 
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(13) 
this good we can only enjoy through 
Chriſt, in whom we have redemption thro' 
his Blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins, ac- 
cording to the riches of bis grace, Eph, i. 7. 
And it is in this way only, we can hope 


£ to be partakers of the promiſes of the 
» everlaſting covenant ; for all the promiſes 
1 of God are Yea, and Amen, in Chriſt Feſus, 
1 2 Cor. i. 20. They are in him as the 
x meritortbus cauſe ; the covenant of grace 
F is nothing leſs than the many rich and 


precious promiſes of the goſpel, ratified 
and confirmed by the blood of Chriſt ; 
and through him and from him we re- 
3 ceive all degrees of conſolation, as from 
a treaſury; for of his fulneſs, ſaith 
St. John, have we received, and grace 


4 for grace; and it is derived to us, as from 
Wy the head, and ſuited to the circumſtances 
F and exigencies of all the members, 


2dly, In this everlaſting conſolation is 
included the influence of the bleſſed Spi> 
rit, in fitting and preparing the ſoul fr 
* everlaſting good, and giving an earneſt f 
XZ it; the Holy Ghoſt is called the Comfarter, 
$S John xiv, 26. and it is ever repreſented as 
4 the Spirit's office to adminiſter conſolation 


. 
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( 14 ) 1 
the hearts of God's people, and thence 4 
ſpiritual comfort is called Foy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, Rom. iv. 17. becauſe the Holy 
Ghoſt begets and maintains it in the ſoul, 
Thus our Lord in his diſcourſe with the 
Woman of Samaria, John iv. 10. ſays, if 
thou kneweſt the gift of God, and who it is 
that” ſaith unto thee, give me to drink, thou 
wouldeſi have aſzed of him, and he would 
have given thee living Water; and ver. 14. 
Whoſoever drinketh of the water which 1 
Hall give bim, ſhall never thirſt, but it ſhall 
be in him as à well of Water, ſpringing up 
into eternal life; this Spake he of the Spirit, 
which they- who! believed in him, ſhould re- 
ceive, John vii. 39. Every chriſtian hath 

more or leſs of this Spirit taking up its 2 
abode in the heart, influencing the tem- 5 
per of his mind, and the courſe of his 3 
life: N are not, ſays the Apoſtle, in the fleſh, 
but in the pirit; i ſo be the ſpirit of God 

dell in you, and if Chriſt be in you, the 
body is dead becanſe of fin; but the ſpirit 

ie, becauſe of righteouſneſs ; for if any 

iu bave not the ſpirit of Chriſt, be is 

eee bis, Rom. viii. 9, 10. And ver. 14. 

iat many as are led by the ſpirit of God, 2 

bey are the ſons of God, This Spirit I 1 

FBR have 
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ferved in heaven; incorruptible, as opposd 


(75) 
have ſaid, prepares the foul for the recep- 
tion of the good promiſed, and gives the 
ſoul an earneſt of it; hence the Apoſtle 
argues, 2 Cor, v. 1, 2. or rather infers 


from the Chriſtians hope of future happi- 


neſs, We know that he that hath wrought 
us for the ſelf-Jame thing is God, who alſo 
hath given unto us the earneſt of the Spirit, 
ver. 5. Sanctifying our natures, bringing us 


Into a nearer imitation of the divine perfec- 


tions, and witneſſing with our ſpirits that we 
are the children of God, and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chriſt, Rom. viii. 17. This then is part of 
the conſolation of a good Chriſtian, which 
does not terminate here, but as obſerved, 


4thly, Reaches to heaven itſelf, the hap- 

pineſs of which ſtate nane can conceive, 
much leſs deſcribe ; St. Peter, 1ſt Ep. i. 4. 
gives us a brief, but comprehenſive account 
of it ; calls it an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
to decay and change; undefiled, that is, 
pure, without mixture, and eternal; jor 
corruption muſt put on incorruption, and 
mortal 


— — — — — —— — 


16 
mortal muſt put on . the frail and 
periſhing body be freed from its preſent im- | 
perfection, and made the mect receptacle 
of the ſoul, which will then be pure, holy 
and free from the leaſt tincture of fin ; 
for as neither fin nor ſorrow ſhall have any 
place there, there will be no allay or mix- 
tureintheir happineſs; neither will the dura- 
tion of it leſſen the tranſporting ſenſation ; 
but all the faculties of the ſoul be conti- 
nually and delightfully employed, and ad- 
vancing to perfection and happineſs in the 
preſence and favour of God without end. It 
is faid to be in heaven, to denote that it is 
glorious; for all that is in heaven is glorious, | 
and thence called the riches of the glory of : 
his inheritance in the ſaints, Eph. i. 18. 
and it is repreſented as the Chriſtian's re- 


verſion, reſerved in heaven for thoſe who 1 
are kept by the mighty power of God, tir 


faith unto ſalvation; which expreſſions im- 
ply the certainty of their poſſeſſing and 
enjoying it, as prepared and reſerved for 
them; this affords conſolation to the 
righteous, even in the diſtant proſpe& and 
view of it, and is juſtly denominated ever- 
laſting conſolation, 

4 Tt 
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EET - 
It follows next, to take notice of this 
phraiſe good hope: As to the nature and 
properties of this hope, I apprehend it 
does not barely conſiſt in a natura! af- 
fection, but that the hope of a chri- 
ſtian is more ſubſtantial and influencing; 
that it is indeed a grace of the divine 
Spirit. and ſhews itſelf in a patient wait- 
ing for, and expectation of the fulfil 


ling of the promiſes of God, reſpecting 


their future Good. And as it is not 
barely an affection of the mind, neither 
is it Faith; for Faith 1s the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, Heb. xi. 1. Faith rea- 
lifes abſent good, and brings it nearer 
to our view, and raiſes our truſt in the 
divine promiſes, as though it were al- 
ready accompliſhed ; but hope waits for 
the fulfilling of the promiſes in all the 
parts and utmoſt extent of them. Again, 
hope differs from deſire, deſire often conſiſts 
in the longing of the ſoul after ſome good, 
which it may not be probable nor poſſible 
to obtain; whereas hope is an expecta- 
tion of the ſoul of ſome good, appre- 
hended at leaſt to be poſſible, though en- 

compaſſed with many difficulties; but 


C the 


8 8 _ been brought to ſee the 


faving benefit; 
mean ſuch as have by the power of the 


18) 


the Chriſtian's hope has in view ſome 
good, not only poſſible and probable, but 
(as founded on the promiſes of God him- 
ſelf) certain and indubitable; and may 
therefore, amongſt many other reaſons 
which might be mentioned, Joly be ſtiled 
good hope. 

Thus have I exhibited [ho com- 
priſed in the expreſſions of everlaſting 
conſolation and good hope, which may 


be farther enlarged on from the object 


of it, and confirmed by the Experience of 
Chriſtians, But I ſhall proceed, 


2dly, To the character of thoſe whoſe 


portion and bappineſs this is. The Apoſtle 


ſpoke it of himſelf, and other good Chriſ- 
tians,. as if we that are true believers in 
the goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt ; not barely as aflenting to the 
report the goſpel gives, which many do 


without its having a proper influence on 


them; for theſe can never receive any 
but by true believers, I 


word, as a means in the hand of the 


evil 
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evil of fin and the deſtructive conſequen- 
ces of it: thoſe who ſee their loſt and 
miſerable ſtate, and from thence. have 
been led to enquire what they muſt do 
to be ſaved; who have ſeen their want, 
and in ſome meaſure the worth of Chriſt, 
and obſerving the calls and incourage- 
ments given in the goſpel to ſuch ſouls, 
have heartily received the Lord Jeſus as 
their Saviour, in all the parts and branch- 
es of his great undertakings for poor ſin- 


ners: one, whoſe faith works by love to 


God, to the dear Redeemer, and to 4 
who bare the ſtamp of the divine image; 
one that heartily renounces whatever he 


apprehends to be contrary to the will of 


God, and cordially affects, and to the ut- 
moſt of his power performs. all that he 
commands ; pays a ſincere and unreſery'd 
obedience to the commands, and exam- 
ple of the Son of God, who has given | 
the cleareſt and fulleſt FEE RL of the 
mind of God, and ſubmits to his govern- 
ment, as both Lord and King ; after all 
Which, he looks to him as the Hi gh. 
Prieſt, as well as the Apoſtle of his Chi. 
ſtian profeſſion, and depends on the vir. 


ES tue 
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tue and efficacy of his moſt precious 
blood, as an atonement for ſin; and 
upon his prevailing interceſſion, who 
after he had /uffer'd, the juſt for the un- 
Juſt, that he might bring us to God, aroſe 
from the dead, and aſcended into heaven, 
and fitteth on the right hand of his Fa- 
ther and our Father, as our kind and con- 
ſtant advocate; in all theſe reſpects Chriſt 
1s. precious to the Believer ; and therefore 
ſach ſoul follows him by faith to the 
upper regions, and in the uſe of appoint- 
ed means, holds communion and fellow- 
ſhip with him as his Lord and head ; 
his cad of influence as well as govern- 
ment ; to whom he often in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, commits the care of his 
eternal All, and is well fatisfied, that what 
is ſafely lodg'd in the hands of Jeſus, 
ſhall never be loſt, He therefore lives 
in the patient waiting for his ſecond 
coming, looking for the completion of 
his hopes, at the glorious appearing of 
the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt; and he is animated by this great 


and glorious hope, not only to purify 
1 himſelf, but as far as in him lies, to ad- 


vance 


(ar) 


vance the knowledge and practice of re- 


ligion amongſt men, that he may thereby 
bring glory to God, and promote the hap- 

ineſs of his own ſoul, and the ſouls of 
others; eſpecially praying in the Holy Ghoſt, 
that he may be kept in the love of God, 
while he is looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt unto eternal life, Jude 20. 
This is a believer indeed, whoſe faith 
unites him to God and his bleſſed Saviour, 
in which he lives and in which he deſires 
to die. And from hence ariſes a principal 
ground of his everlaſting conſolation and 
good hope, and in all his views of that 
immortal ſtate to which he is haſtening; 
he depends on Chriſt, as the Reſurrection 
and the Life ; knowing that he that raiſed 
up Chriſt from the dead, fhall alſo quicken 


his mortal body by the ſame Spirit by which 


he lives and dies united to the Lord Jeſus. 


Thus argues the Apoſtle, Rom. viii, 10, 


11. / Chrift be in you, the body is dead 
becauſe of fin ; but the ſpirit is life betauſe 
of righteouſneſs; but if the ſpirit of him 
that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwell 
in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal body 
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by. his ſpirit. that dwelleth in you. We 
all know we have mortal dying bodies; 
are under the ſentence of death, and con- 
ſtantly tending to diſſolution; that in the 

midſt of life, in the ſeeming moſt vigorous 
ſtate of health, liable to be ſurpriſed by the 
awful meſſenger. of death; and this as 
the effect of fan, for by man ſin entered 


into the world, and death by fin, Rom. v. 


12. Yet for this body there is a life 
at laſt; of this we are aſſured, both 
from he, refurrection of Chriſt, and the 
in-dwelling of his Spirit in all the ſaints. 
Jeſus roſe as the head and fore- runner of 
all true Feli rer in him, 1 Cor. xv. 20. 
And as the ſame Spirit which raiſed up Je- 
{us Chriſt from the dead, dwells in the ſouls 
of all true believers ; hence the bodies 
of the Saints are ſtiled the temples of 
the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Corinth, iii. 10, and 
vi. 19. And though their temples may 
be ſuffer'd to lie and moulder in the 
duſt, yet they {ſhall be - raiſed again, 


Whatever difficulties may lie in the way; 


For the tabernacle of David. ſhall be 
rebuilt, and the Spirit breathing on dead 


bones ſhall cauſe them to live, and the 


Saints 


EMT © 
Saints even in their fleſh ſhall ſet' G⁰⁴ 
here their good hopes terminate in Kaen 


which leads me to the 


3d. Obſervation —— and that was 
the efficient cauſe whereby this happineſs 
is obtained and continued, viz. the love 
of God thro' grace, Sc. The love of God 
was the firſt moving cauſe ; or God fo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believeth in him might not pe- 


riſh, but have everlaſting Life, John iii. 16, 


And the Apoſtle argues, Rom. viii. 32. 
That God who ſpared not his own Son, but 
gave him, or delivered bim up for us all, 
ſhall he not with him freely give us all 
things. This is the product of divine love, 
to give his one, his only begotten Son 
for the ſalvation of poor ſinners, hereby 
encouraging our hopes for whatever we 
need, grace here and glory hereafter: 
Herein is love, not that we loved him, but 
that be loved us, and ſent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our fins, John iv. q, 10. 
Herein was the love of God manifeſted to 
us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten 
Son into the World, that we might live + 
through him; and this love of God muſt 
probably 


8 


[ 24 ] 
probably appear the more aſtoniſhing, 
when we confider that God beſtowed 
this bleſſing on us, while he paſſed by the 
Angels that had fallen ; for according to 
the appointment and grace of God to ſin- 
ful men, Chrift took not on him the nature 
of Angels, but the ſeed of Abraham, made 


Hike unto us in all things, fin only excepted, 


that he might be a merciful and faithful 


High Prieſt in things pertaining to God, 


to make reconciliation for the fins of the 
people, Heb. ii. 16, 17. and ch. iv. 13. 
This was his own free grace and mercy, 


favour not only undeſerved but unſought 


for, and even when our happineſs could 


not add to his effential glory and feli- 


licity; and to this I may add, that it was 
included in the ſcheme of redemption, 
the effect of his free inherent goodneſs, 
even before we exiſted ; and even though 
now in ſome meaſure made known to us, 


is ſtill incomprehenſible and paſt finding 


-out ; called the Peace of God which paſſeth 


all underfianding, Phil. iv. 7. The com- 
fortable conſolating ſenſe of our reconci- 


Jiation to God, and an intereſt in his fa- 
-your, and the good hopes of enjoying the 
heavenly 
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heavenly inheritance is a greater good; 
affords greater conſolation than can be 
ſufficiently conceived or expreſſed, Theſe 
things are therefore repreſented as what 
the Angels defire to look into, as the 
matter of their juſt admiration ; and to 
men, the proper ſubject of their praiſes to 
all eternity, agreeable to the language 
of Saint Peter; Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, who hath 
begotten us unto a lively hope through the 
reſurretign of Jeſus Chriſt, to an inbe- 
ritance incorruptible and undefiled, reſerved 
in heaven for us, who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto ſalva- 
tion. In like manner, St. Paul to Titus, 
Chap. iii. 4——7. but after that the kind. 
neſs and love of God our Saviour towards 
man appeared, not by works of righteouſ= 
neſs which we have done, but according ta 
his mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abundantly 
through TFeſus Chriſt our Saviour, that 
being juſiified by his grace we ſhould be 
made heirs of the hope of eternal life. 


D Thus 


(26) 
Thus I have gone through the ſeveral 
heads propoſed, and now proceed to the 


uſe and application thereof, 
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: Wy Then we learn, that Chriſtians 
have ſupports under the many troubles 
and afflitions of life; and alſo in the 
views of death peculiar to themſelves ; 
they have bread to feed upon which 
the world knows nothing of; Comforts 
of a ſublime and ſpiritual nature, that 
ſtrangers to religion cannot intermeddle 
with; tho' they are ſometimes caſt down, 
| yet they have no room for deſpair; for tho? 
outward comforts fail, and friends for- 
ſake them, they experience a ſerenity and 
compoſure of mind, which the world can- 
not give, neither take away; an everlaſt- 
ing conſolation and good hope, even when 
outward circumſtances are adverſe and 
afflictive: they can fay in the elegant lan- 
guage of the Prophet, . Though the Fig-tree 
Fall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit be in 
be vine, the labour of the olive ſhall 
il fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, 
= the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, 
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and 


o 
and there be no herd in the ſtall; yet 
J will rejoice in the Lord, I will Joy 
in the God of my ſalvation; Heb, iii. 17, 
18, and with David, The Lord is my 
portion, ſaith my ſoul, therefore will ] hope 
in him, Nor will this conſolation 
fail them in their laſt moments; they 
can look beyond death with comfort, 
and feel its near approach without fear 
and horror; as holy David triumph'd; 
Yea, though I walk through the Valley 
and ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me, thy. rod and thy flag 
hall comfort me, Plalm xxiii. 4, Not ſo 
the impious and profane, the hypocrite 
and falſe profeſſor; they are driven away 
in their wickedneſs, while the righteous 
have hope in their death, 

- '2dly.: What has been ſaid, may alſo 
remind us. of the excellency of Chriſtia- 
nity, and recommend jt to every im- 
partial enquirer after truth and happineſs; 
herein is life and immortality brought 
to light, religion recommended as hav- 
ing the promiſe of the life that now is, 
D 2 and 
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and of that which is to come, ſolid 
peace and ſatisfaction in this world, and 


a far more exceeding and eternal weight 


of glory in the next, till the oppoſers 
of chriſtianity ſhew us a more rational, 
profitable, and incouraging road to walk 
in; let us ſincerely embrace and faith- 
fully adhere-to this. And is there any 
who are ſeriouſly inquiring what they 
muſt do to be ſaved? the anſwer is, 
Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and 
thou, ſhalt he ſaved, Acts xvi. 31. i. e. 
Come unto him, receive him, give thy- 
ſelf up to him, obey his commands, fol- 
low his example, the cloſer the better, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved by him. Jobn 
4.12. 


1 34h. This ſhould teach us to mode- 


EZ” fate our grief and trouble under all the 
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diſappointments of life, and in our re- 
flections on, and apprehenſions of death; 


and ſo much the more concerning ſuch 
who are fallen aſleep in the Lord, who 
have ceaſed from their labour, and whoſe 
= 4werks follow them, | 

_. BWP 8 A freſh 
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A freſh inſtance of mortality has brought 
us together at this time, which J hope 


by divine bleſſing, may be wiſely im- 
proved by us, vig. The death of our 
late worthy friend ane brother Mr. JOS 


Treacher. 


He was born at Cheſham in Bucks, in 
1680; his father” was a ſtri& obſerver of 


the form of ' worſhip in the eſtabliſhed 
Church ; his Mother, a worthy member 


of the Baptiſt Congregation in that place; 
they had ſeveral children, and, as it too 
often happens, the children embraced 
different ſentiments; but what might 


otherwiſe have been a diſadvantage, was 
wiſely improv'd by our deceaſed friend, 


as it led him to an early and impar- 
tial enquiry after truth, which termi- 
nated in his embracing the truth in the 


love of it; and as it pleaſed God to 
diſpoſe his — in ſome meaſure to a 


fuitable preparation, he at about the age 
of twenty years, made a chearful and 


public profeſſion of the chriſtian reli- 


gion, and on that profeſſion wes 11 


” OO) 

tis'd by Mr. John "Ruſſel, then paſtor 
of that people z he had not long been 
planted in the houſe of the Lord, but 
his profiting appeared to many. And 
his conſtant delight in, and attendance 
on public worſhip, prayer, and religious 
conferences, joined with his natural good 


genius, contributed to his great umprove- 


ment, and was ſo conſpicuous, that he 
was early invited to be more publicly 
uſeful; and at twenty-two years of age 
was! prevailed on to preach before a con- 
gregation of Miniſters and Brethren, ſo 
highly ſatisfactory, that he was ſoon af- 
ter choſen by the Church to aſſiſt in the 
miniſtry. of the goſpel; and this he did 
with confiderable ſucceſs; many acknow- 
 Jedging him the, inſtrument of their con- 
viction and . converſion, and others of 
their incouragement and comfort in re- 
ligion; and it was always his care to 
be an ornament to the religion he pro- 
feſſed, and to inculcate it by an inoffenſi ve 
and exemplary conduct. The more con- 


ſpicuous virtues of his life, were his un- 


affecded humility and patience under the 
difficulties 
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diſſiculties and afflictions of life, demean- 
ing himſelf with chearfulneſs and reſig- 
nation. His quiet peaceable forbearing 
diſpoſition ſhone in a moſt reſplendent 
light throughout his whole conduct; which 
as it in ſome meaſure qualified him for 

„ ſo it occaſioned his being often call - 
& to the good office of arbitration, both 
in the church and amongſt his other 
friends and acquaintance ; in which, how- 
ever difficult taſk, he was generally ſuc- 
ceſsful. And as he was of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit, ſo/he enjoyed quietnefs, com- 
poſure and ſerenity of mind, even to 


his laſt moments. 
As a miniſter of the Goſpel, he flou- 


fiſhed therein, bringing forth acceptable 
fruit to a good old age, and when con- 
fined to his bed near four months, and 
oftentimes attended with the moſt acute 
pains. | 
His diſcourſe of his ſupports and com- 
forts was very entertaining to thoſe a- 
bout him; he was bleſſed with an hum 
ble, but firm and unſhaken perſuaſion 
of the divine approbation, through the 
| mercy 
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mercy of God, and the mediation of 3 
Jeſus Chriſt, often uſing the words of | - 
the text, that he had good hope through 
Grace; his affectionate regard for his I 
children and their offspring, led him F 
frequently to put up <jaculatory peti- 'Y 
tions for. them, particularly that they 1 
might highly prize the means of grace, 
and ſuitably improve them. He was 
frequently delirious towards the cloſe 
of his life; in theſe intervals, the more 
pleaſing and tranſporting VIEWS preſent- 
ed to his imagination, without a mix- 
ture of melancholy and dreadful appre- 
henſion; he met the final ſtroke, and 
took an everlaſting farewel of this tran- 
ſitory ſtate, a ſtate of continual diſap- 
pointments and cauſes of pain and trou- 
ble, he reſts from his labour, and is 
fallen aſleep in Jeſus. | 

Let me now addreſs myſelf to you, | 
who are the children and relatives of 
Wl the deceaſed, and intreat you to im- 
prove this Providence; you are hereby 
called to conſider your latter end; let 
5 his example, let his advice and his prayer 
ſuitably 


(33) * 
ſuitably affect and influence you; eſpe- 
cially take care that his dying advice to 
improve the means of grace, given in 
the moſt affecting manner, be not loſt 
on any of you, and labour to imitate 
him, wherein he was an imitator of 
Jeſus Chrilt, and endeavour ſo to live 
as you ſhall wiſh to have done when 
you come to dye. And, you my dear 
brother in the ſervice of the Sanctuary 
of God, I am perſuaded will be careful 
to improve the preſent Providence, by per- 
ſevering in the work and ſervice of out 
divine Maſter, to which you have been 
called, and wherein you bave hitherto 
laboured to the pleaſure and improves 
ment of many; that you may finiſh 
your courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 
which you have received; of the Lord 
Jeſus, teſtifying the goſpel of the grace, 
of God. And you my Friends of this 
Congregation, who by this ſtroke of death 
have loſt a brother in Chriſt, one who 


watched over you in the Lord, and ads 


moniſh'd you: Let me exhort you to 
pray to the Lord of the harveſt, that this 
E _ ol 
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b r 
loſs may be repaired by another ſuita- 
bly qualify'd to go in and out before, 
and break the bread of life to you, that 
you may never be left as ep ür 
a ſhepherd. 


" 4thly, This _ alſo be improved by 
us all, by engaging us to an impartial 
examination into the ſtate of our own 
fouls, what! we know by experience of 
the Work of divine Grace, whether we 
have received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
have made a publick and ſolemn pro- 
fefflon of our. faith in him, and have 
endeavoured” to walk ſuitable to our holy 
profefiion ; ; and whether our advances in 
relizion have been anſwerable to the ad- 
vantages we have enjoyed, ſuch as may 
evidence our intereſt in this everlaſting 
conſolation, and confirm our 0d hope 
Birbugh Grace, 


Fiete, let the pre ſent providence and 
diſcourſe, quicken us all to a wiſe and re- 
ligious improvement of our time, in the 
We of all the means of grace afforded us, 


1 eſpecially 
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9 
eſpecially of prayer, that the grace of 


God may be kept alive in our hearts, 
and be the governing principle of our 
whole life; may we never forget the 


Importance of religion to our future ac- 


ceptance, nor flatter ourſelves with the 
vain hopes of long life, and put off the 
neceſſary preparation for death, when per- 


haps this night our ſouls may be required 


of us; and let us remember, that this 
will be our beſt ſupport in the hour of 
death, and give us everlaſting conſola- 
lation; when our fleſh and our heart ſhall 
fail, we ſhall then be able on the beſt foun- 
dation to ſay, God is the firength of our 
heart and our portion for ever. 
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